
The U.S. Army Heritage and Education Center (USAHEC), in Carlisle, 
Pennsylvania, is proud to announce the Carter Rila Collection is now available 
for research. Rila (1938-2009), a fellow of the Company of Military Historians, 
conducted extensive research on military equipment, gear, and uniforms and 
collected photographs, postcards, and manuscripts related to U.S. Army history 
throughout his life. 
 
The Carter Rila Collection at the USAHEC primarily consists of photographs and 
postcards of the Mexican Revolution, to include the U.S. Army’s participation in 
the Battle of Vera Cruz (1914) and Mexican Border Service (1916-1917). In 
addition, the collection contains a large quantity of World War I images. The 
entire Rila Collection covers circa 1891 to circa 1990s. It also includes two small 
manuscript collections from individual Soldiers and around three hundred 
stereocards. 
 
The Archives Staff at the U.S. Army Military History Institute, a component of the 
USAHEC, devoted many hours to preparing the collection for public use in 
advance of the centennial of the United States entry into World War I, which 
takes place in 2017. For questions regarding access of the Carter Rila Collection 
and other research at the USAHEC, please see the Research Webpage: 
http://www.carlisle.army.mil/ahec/research.cfm or call the USAHEC Reference 
Desk: 717-245-3949. 
 
 
Image 1 – Caption – A La Soldadera, a female fighter of the Mexican Revolution. 
This unidentified woman was a Yaqui Indian. Circa 1910-1920 
 
Image 2 – Caption - U.S. Army Soldiers taking part in the Punitive Expeditions to 
capture Pancho Villa in Mexico in 1916. 
 
Image 3 – Caption – U.S. Army Soldiers partaking in “chow” in France in 1918.   
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