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In 1982, a lone admiral urged Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher to deploy a military task force 

to counter Argentina's invasion of the Falkland Islands. The archipelago, 8,000 miles from the 

United Kingdom, was the source of dispute over sovereignty between the two nations for more 

than a century. With no forward presence other than a tiny garrison on the islands, no allies in the 

area or intermediate support bases en route, and not even ships to mount the British military, 

Thatcher nevertheless decided to order deployment to retake the Falklands. The Prime Minister’s 

bold move sparked an expeditionary war, surprising many of the world’s other great powers. The 

British deployed forces nearly half the world away to achieve a complete victory only 74 days 

after the Argentine invasion. In this lecture, MG (Ret) Kenneth L. Privratsky, author of the 

recently published book, Logistics in the Falklands War, will provide an overview of the war to 

include key actions leading to the victory, the aftermath, and most importantly, its relevance to 

the U.S. Army as it continues to focus on expeditionary warfare. 

 

MG (Ret) Kenneth L. Privratsky served 33 years in the U.S. Army, initially as an infantry officer 

and then as a logistician. He commanded in airborne, airmobile, light infantry, and heavy units, 

and fought as an infantry platoon leader in Vietnam. As a general officer, he had responsibility 

for supply distribution and then, surface transportation for the Department of Defense 

worldwide. He is a graduate of the Airborne and Ranger Schools, the School of Advanced 

Military Studies, and has been a senior service college fellow at the Hoover Institution of War, 

Revolution, and Peace at Stanford University. Upon leaving the military in 2002, he became an 

executive in the ocean shipping industry before fully retiring in 2010, after which he completed 

his book, Logistics in the Falklands War. Privratsky has lectured several times on the Falklands 

War to international and university audiences, to include Royal Marines at the Commando 

Training Centre in England. 

 

DATE: Wednesday, March 16, 2016 

TIME: Doors open at 6:30 PM and the talk begins at 7:15 PM 

PLACE: USAHEC, Visitor and Education Center, Multi-Purpose Room 

For updates and any last-minute changes in “Perspectives” meeting time and place, please 

check the USAHEC homepage: www.USAHEC.org or call the Information Desk: 717-245-

3972. 

http://www.usahec.org/

