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The United States military has been in a continual state of change and growth, from the earliest 

interactions between Native Americans and settlers, to the more recent efforts in Afghanistan and 

Iraq. The way scholars, Soldiers, and politicians examine military history has also evolved over 

the course of the nation’s expansion into a world power. The history of the military is not merely 

a narration of battles and campaigns; it involves the social and political events which affect 

military action from the outside. In their book, Ways of War: American Military History from the 

Colonial Era to the 21st Century, Dr. Matthew Muehlbauer and Dr. David Ulbrich create a 

comprehensive explanation of the military’s place within the wider context of the history of the 

United States. Their upcoming lecture will encompass why battles were fought and their broader 

consequences, as well as the political, social, cultural, and economic factors which accompany 

military thought. 

 

In their book, Dr. Muehlbauer and Dr. Ulbrich produce a chronological study of American 

military conflicts and interactions and show the centrality of the military to American culture and 

politics. Due to the completeness of their work, Ways of War was adopted by the U.S. Air Force 

Academy as part of their military history course required for all cadets. In this lecture, Dr.s 

Muehlbauer and Ulbrich will examine the evolution of the military from the colonial era to the 

present War on Terror. Their examination will cover American wars and campaigns as well as 

issues of policy, strategy, and leadership. The authors will also speak on the importance of the 

relationships between the war-front and the home-front during times of war and conflict.  

 

Dr. Matthew Muehlbauer is an Assistant Professor in the History and Philosophy department at 

Austin Peay State University in Clarksville, Tennessee and an online instructor at Norwich 

University. Dr. Muehlbauer was also the Lead Historian for Rowan Technology Solutions where 

he helped develop content for the multimedia textbook, West Point History of Warfare. His co-

writer, Dr. David J. Ulbrich, is an Assistant Professor in the History and Political Science 

department at Rogers State University located in Claremore, Oklahoma. Dr. Ulbrich is also an 

online instructor at Norwich University, where he is currently the Senior Instructor of Military 

History. He previously worked as the Command Historian for the U.S. Army Engineer School.  

 

DATE: Wednesday, February 17, 2016 

TIME: Doors open at 6:30 PM and the talk begins at 7:15 PM 

PLACE: USAHEC, Visitor and Education Center, Multi-Purpose Room 

For updates and any last-minute changes in “Perspectives” meeting time and places, please 

check the USAHEC homepage: www.USAHEC.org or call the Information Desk: (717) 

245-3972 

http://www.usahec.org/

