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Scouts help improve public lands on post
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Volunteer Sue Myers and Girl Scout Troop 173 member Rebecca Fetter lend a helping hand to the Heritage Park clean-up Oct. 2
 

October 2, 2004 -- Jeff Willmann has two great memories to add to his list of life accomplishments. He will soon earn the Eagle Scout rank, the highest advancement rank in Boy Scouts, and he is the last Boy Scout from Troop 173 to coordinate for the clean up of the Heritage Park Historic Trail.
     Girls Scouts from Troop 619, parents and community volunteers joined Willmann and other Boy Scouts Oct. 2 to mulch the trail, clear brush and weeds, and plant wildflowers and bulbs along the historic trail. In 2005, construction is scheduled to begin on post for the Residential Community Initiative project to provide quality housing and communities for Soldiers and their families. A portion of Heritage Park is included in this project.
     “The RCI project will be using much of Heritage Park for new homes and yards, but there will still be areas all along the creek for the Scouts to clean,” said Alan Thompson, RCI program manager. 
     “Some areas will be lost, but RCI is working with us to minimize the damage to the trail,” said Keith Bailey, the post's Biological Science Technician. “There are other areas on post that work can and will be done.”
     For the past six years, Carlisle Barracks has participated in the National Public Lands Day, which promotes the care of public lands. Post Boy and Girl Scout troops have used this opportunity to earn rewards for community service and also to learn more about the environment. Their volunteer efforts also help save thousands of dollars in labor each year.
     “This is to help educate our youth and the Carlisle Barracks community about the importance of our environment,” said Bailey. “The work that is accomplished saves Carlisle Barracks an estimated $10,000 in work each year that would not be completed if the community did not lend a hand.”
     Public land improvements at Carlisle Barracks over the years include the Historical Marker by Thorpe Hall, shrubs and perennials at 12 monuments around post, and development of new wildlife habitats. National Public Lands Day is an annual event founded by the National Environment Education and Training Foundation. This nationwide volunteer effort is the largest of its kind with more than 500 sites throughout the country.
     “We have planted trees, developed walking trails along the Letort Spring Run, improved the historical walking tour around Carlisle Barracks by planting flowers and performing maintenance,” Bailey said. “We have established no-mow areas for post wild life.” 
     In previous years, Carlisle Barracks has received grants from the Department of Defense to purchase supplies for public land improvement. President George W. Bush and the Governors of 30 states formally recognized National Public Lands Day in 2001.  Last year nearly 80,000 volunteers worked in 550 locations and in every state. Nine federal agencies also participate in this annual day of caring for shared lands.
