DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
The Pentagon
Washington, DC 22003-4765

11 January 2017

Memorandum For: The Navy Staff

Subject: Policy Decision Guidance

1. The Department of the Navy constitutes a major lynch pin in the military element of power in the President's Strategy of Global Engagement. Our unchallenged position as the major naval power on the face of the globe affords our nation a unique opportunity to project its power with- out becoming decisively engaged. Our over- the -horizon capability to demonstrate US resolve in any part of the world's land mass touched by oceans affords the President a unique opportunity. Our constantly improving "brown water" capability provides tremendous "value added" to the equation of international diplomacy. The next decade will bring many unique challenges to our nation as we strive to maintain our security and the democratic way of life. To that end we must keep our focus on the goals outlined in the National Security Strategy: to promote stability and thwart aggression.

2. Your continued dedication to this mission is vital. I enjoin you to transmit the Secretary of Defense guidance to ALLCON.

 

-Signed-
Admiral
Chief of Naval Operations

Encl. AS

General Guidance

I. STRATEGIC

With the end of the Cold War in the 90s and the entrance into the twenty-first century there are significant challenges and threats to our nation's interests, both vital and otherwise, still remain. Our Commander in Chief has clearly stated that he feels that the potential of increased threat of terrorism, transnational threats, proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, intensifying instances of regional instability, challenges to democracy and reform in many emerging democracies, and the disruption of global economic stability are threats to our nation and the democratic way of life that we enjoy. Our nation's Navy has and will continue to play a significant role in allowing our political leaders to execute the strategy of flexible and selective engagement. Our unchallenged ability to project the nation's military might "over the horizon" permits the National Command Authority to exercise a unique capability. Our "brown water" capability allows the military to be decisively engaged in the sets of tasks that comprise the operational portion of the national strategy: being decisively engaged in military to military contact, nation assistance, security assistance, humanitarian operations, counterdrug-counterterrorism and peace keeping; acting to deter aggression and prevent conflict; and fighting and winning our nation's wars when necessary. This strategy is complimented by the dual strategic concepts of overseas presence and power projection, both of which the Navy is uniquely suited to do.

The Navy is committed to supporting the National Military Strategy of maintaining the capability to fight and win two major regional conflicts. We must clearly recognize that the Navy's resources will be sorely tested in this and other lesser options. We must be selective in recommending the degree of involvement of naval forces in each option, ensuring that the maximum advantage is derived from each option recommended to the Joint Staff. I enjoin you to carefully assess out interests and desired outcome in each option. Prioritize the potential threats to our national interests so that our naval forces are properly committed and we derive the maximum combat advantage from the involvement of our ships of the line.

It is imperative that all staff officers are completely familiar with the Defense Policy Guidance enclosure with this memorandum.

II. ROUTINE

To properly execute our responsibilities in support of the National Security Strategy, it is necessary to ensure that all hands are familiar with the Navy's responsibilities under Title 10 of the US Code. These are: recruiting, organizing, supplying, equipping (including research and development), training, servicing, mobilizing, demobilizing, administering, maintaining, and construction in support of the fleet. Additionally, the Department of the Navy has the responsibility to support the Under Secretary of Defense for Homeland Defense in exercising Military Assistance to Civil Authorities in times of National Emergencies. This includes but is not limited to: furnishing technical advice and support for MACA planning in areas that are uniquely within the competence of the Navy, Marine Corps, and Coast Guard ( e.g., nuclear material disposal for coastal and maritime areas, and emergency protection or restoration of seaport capabilities); and maintaining liaison and coordinate planning with the Department of Transportation for participation in MACA by US Coast Guard forces in MACA. 

