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SECRETARY OF STATE

WASHINGTON, DC
MEMORANDUM FOR Under Secretary of State (Political Affairs)

SUBJECT:  Position Paper - PCC on Policy on Piracy in the Strait of Malacca and South China Sea

1. PURPOSE:  To prepare the USecState/P for a Deputies Committee Meeting conducting a final review of the proposed piracy policy for the Strait of Malacca and South China Sea at 1300 hours on March 22, 2017.

2.  DISCUSSION:

a.  PCC discussions will be based on draft Policy Memorandum, attached, proposed by the EAP and OES, and approved by the USecState/P.   It makes the DOS lead agency in executing the PLAN OF ACTION, and places heavy responsibilities to develop international support on the Secretary.

c.  PCC previously met on March 12. 

d.  OSD expressed concern about the adequacy of PACOM resources at earlier meeting of PCC.  

i. OSD position was supported by the JOINT STAFF as it prepared notional combined 

CONPLAN for operations in the Strait of Malacca with PACOM.  Both agencies are likely to 

recommend weakening the U.S. military aspects of the PLAN OF ACTION. 

ii. PACOM requested information from the Legal Advisor on the delineation of Inland 

Waters, Territorial Seas, and the boundaries of Archipelagic States in the South China Sea region so it 

could prepare a notional combined CONPLAN for operations.  Legal Advisor promises response before PCC meeting.

e. COMMERCE and TREASURY expected to support State.

3.  RECOMMENDATION

a. USecState/P assure PCC that DOS will focus its full resources on building a viable coalition, including all ASEAN states, Australia, China, and Japan, to eliminate piracy in the Strait of Malacca and the South China Sea.

b.  USSecState/P oppose efforts to weaken military aspects of PLAN OF ACTION.

Tom Thomas

EAP/Pol-Mil

X87237
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