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SUBJECT:  PCC on Policy on Piracy in the Strait of Malacca and South China Sea

 PURPOSE:  To prepare the USecHS for a policy coordination meeting to discuss piracy in the Strait of Malacca and South China Sea at 1300 on Wednesday, March 22, 2017.
 DISCUSSION
 Incidents of piracy in the Strait of Malacca and South China Sea, frequently a problem, increased dramatically after October 2016.   There were 76 reported incidents of piracy in January 2017.  This is a threat to freedom of navigation, the stability of the region, continued high levels of economic growth, and the credibility of U.S. strategy in East Asia/Pacific.  
 PCC tasked to develop policy options.
 PCC previously met on March 12. 
 PCC discussions will be based on draft Policy Memorandum proposed by State. 
 PLAN OF ACTION in draft Policy Memorandum consists of concerted international action under the leadership of U.S., including deployment of international naval force, to eliminate piracy threat.  
 The draft Policy Memorandum directs the SecDHSto commit COAST GUARD assets to support military aspects of PLAN OF ACTION.
 DHS, which includes the USCG, strongly supports U.S. commitment to freedom of navigation and opposition to piracy.
 The two COAST GUARD cutters deployed in the Western Pacific are already overextended, with responsibilities to enforce U.S. maritime law in Guam and the Commonwealth of Northern Marianas.
 COAST GUARD cutters are poorly equipped to operate on the high seas. 
 OSD and JOINT STAFF expressed concern in initial meeting of PCC that assets in PACOM were inadequate for military operations called for in PLAN OF ACTION. 
 STATE, COMMERCE, and TREASURY support strong action to eliminate threat of piracy.

 RECOMMENDATION.

 USecHS support strong anti-piracy policy.

 USecHS oppose employment of COAST GUARD in operations.
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